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The Arkansas Cluster of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated held 

their annual retreat October 17, 2009 on the campus of Henderson State 

University.  Chi Nu Omega chapter of Arkadelphia served as host of this 

event along with Cluster Coordinator, Kathy Johnson (Delta Omega 

Omega, Pine Bluff).  Twelve Arkansas graduate chapters were represented 

at the retreat:  Beta Pi Omega, Little Rock; Chi Eta Omega, Conway; Chi 

Nu Omega, Arkadelphia; Delta Omega Omega, Pine Bluff; Eta Sigma 

Omega, Marianna; Kappa Nu Omega, Jonesboro; Lambda Sigma Omega, 

Blytheville; Mu Chi Omega, Helena; Phi Alpha Omega, Bentonville; Phi 

Zeta Omega, Magnolia; Pi Chi Omega, West Memphis; Sigma Beta 

Omega, Camden.   

 

As a retreat initiative, the Arkansas cluster collected and donated over 1600 

items to the Veterans Upward Bound Program on the campus of Henderson 

State University.  The school supplies donated will be used to assist 

military participants in their educational endeavors.  Through this initiative, 

the Arkansas Cluster of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. wanted to show 

their appreciation for the commitment and sacrifice these individuals made 

as soldiers in the United States Armed Forces.   
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Classes Offered On-Site: 

 
Math Preparation  

Julie Bradshaw  - Foster 214 

Fridays           1:00p.m. – 3:00p.m. 

 

Spanish Preparation 

Tracy Ennis – Foster 214 

 Tuesdays     3:00p.m. – 4:15p.m. 

Thursdays  3:00p.m. – 4:15p.m. 

 

 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS: 

 
March 5      Career Workshop                  3:00p.m. 

March 9      VUB Support Group              6:00p.m. 

March 12     Essay Writing Workshop          3:00p.m. 

April 9
 
        Physical & Mental Wellness     3:00p.m.  

April 13       VUB Support Group            6:00p.m. 

April 23       Getting Ready for College        3:00p.m. 

May 6         Veterans Educaional Benefits   3:00p.m. 

This program is federally funded in full by a grant 

from the U.S. Department of Education for the 

2009-2010 budget period for $250,000 
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Shades of Blue Jazz Ensemble 
 

 
                                                                                                                             Joshua M. & Matthew M. (VUB Participants) 

The evening of Tuesday, February 16
th

 was one to remember for 

Henderson State University.  The United States Air Force Band of 

Mid-America presented their “Shades of Blue Jazz Ensemble” in 

Arkansas Hall from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  Several Veterans Upward 

Bound participants attended the event, which included jazz & blues 

songs such as “Think” by Aretha Franklin, “L.O.V.E.” by Nat King 

Cole, and “In the Mood” by Glenn Miller.  The show was made 

available to Arkadelphia through sponsors Daily Siftings Herald and 

HSU Reddie International Trumpet Guild.  It was a lively and 

professional show, and tickets were provided free of charge.  VUB 

participants had this to say about the concert: 
 

“It was definitely worth coming out in the cold to see the show, and I 

thoroughly enjoyed it and would highly recommend others attend in 

the future if possible.” -- Matthew M. 
 

“I really enjoyed the jazz ensemble and hope to attend more events like 

this.” – Joshua M. 

 

Planetarium Show and 

Star Party 
 

     Veterans Upward Bound 

participants were in for a real treat the 

night of February 18
th
.  The HSU 

physics department manages the 

university planetarium, and the show 

that night was entitled, “Stars of the 

Pharaohs.”  This show is considered 

one the best of the new digital shows, 

and it offers an immersive 3D-like 

experience.  Ancient Egyptian temples 

are reconstructed, and the astronomical 

achievements and understandings of 

the Egyptians are explained.  In some 

ways, the ancients had a greater 

understanding of the stars than we do 

today; their very lives depended upon 

them.  The stars were used to keep 

track of important events, like when to 

plant crops or when the Nile River 

would flood.  Though they did not 

have access to telescopes or modern 

computers, they were able to produce 

accurate calendars and keep track of 

celestial events that made the 

foundations of modern civilization 

possible. 

After the show, a star party 

took place out on the Quad on the 

HSU campus.  Visitors were able to 

view the Moon, Mars, binary stars, and 

several nebulae through the available 

telescopes that night.  Overall, the 

event was an excellent way to connect 

with other students, learn about 

astronomy, and have a good time.   

 



  

Name: Bobby Brewer  

Branch of Service:  Army 

Time in Service: 6 Years 

Rank: E-4 

School Field of Study:   Criminal Jutice 

Why did you choose the military?  “I didn’t, the military 

chose me – I was drafted.” 
What did you like most about the military?  

“Seeing the world – the travel” 
What do you hope to get from the Veterans Upward Bound 

Program? 

“Sharpen my knowledge skills” 

Name:     David Jones 

Branch of Service:     Army 

Time in Service:     10 years 

Rank:     E-5, Sergeant  

School Field of Study:     Emergency Management 

Why did you choose the military:   “Service to my 

country.”  

What did you like most about the military:    “Training” 

What do you hope to get from the VUB program:         

“My degree”  

 

Campus will be closed March 22-26 for Spring Break. 
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It has been a busy few months as more and more veterans are 

learning about our program.  We have visited several National Guard units 

and National Reserve units as well as marketed our program to local agencies 

and organizations.  We are appreciative of how receptive everyone has been 

in allowing us to share what our program offers.  We believe that the more 

we market our program, the better the opportunities of reaching those 

veterans who want to pursue post-secondary education.  We were excited to 

learn we were approved by the U.S. Department of Education to expand our 

services to three additional counties – Bradley, Hot Spring and Pike counties.  

This gives us the opportunity to serve even more veterans.     

We are underway with workshops, on-line classes (MySkills Tutor) and 

classes at Clark County Adult Education.  We are offering classes in 

science, literature, composition, history, and math.  Classes at Clark County 

Adult Education are offered Monday-Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Julie 

Bradshaw, instructor, is doing a great job. In February, we started an 

Algebra Prep Class with Julie Bradshaw. Starting March 2
nd

, we will offer 

an Introduction to Spanish Class with Tracy Ennis as instructor. These 

classes are on campus in the 2
nd

 floor of Foster Hall. SEE BELOW FOR 

DAYS, TIMES, and LOCATION of THESE TWO CLASSES.  
With so many of our veterans living in outlying areas, we are 

working hard to offer multiple options to them so they can get the services 

they need to be prepared for post-secondary education.  It takes being 

creative sometimes and thinking outside the box. Hope you can  take 

advantage of one or several of  the academic opportunities we offer.  

 

MYSKILLS 
What is it? 

MySkills Tutor is an ONLINE 

educational program that offers 

instruction in Math, Language Arts and 

Science.  This program is available 24-7 

to any veteran in our program who has 

internet access.  The instruction is 

interactive and self-paced.  We are able 

to monitor progress and add additional 

instruction if needed.  

 Why use it? 

Many of our veterans have not been in 

school in years and making the transition 

back to college life especially, academic 

instruction, can be challenging.  The 

MySkills Tutor program is designed to 

help veterans in areas they show the need 

for academic improvement.  We all have 

academic areas we are weak in.  This 

program gives veterans the opportunity to 

work on their academic weakness areas 

so that when they enroll in post 

secondary education, the transition back 

to the classroom will hopefully be easier.  

We chose this program because we knew 

that many of our veterans live in outlying 

counties and coming to class weekly 

would not be possible.  Some work part-

time or full-time and could not attend 

classes while others have family 

obligations or transportation issues.  With 

the MySkills Tutor, veterans can get the 

academic instruction needed without the 

drive or time in class.  Since it is time 

flexible, it can be done after the kids are 

put down at night or on lunch breaks.  

Some veterans do not have computers at 

home.  Not a problem.  Most public 

libraries have computers.  Several adult 

education centers also have the MySkills 

Tutor program available and we recently 

opened a computer lab in Foster Hall. If 

you don’t have access to MySkills Tutor 

but would like to try it out, contact our 

academic coordinator, Aaron Harford, at 

877-832-5716 and he can get you started. 

 

REVISIONS TO STIPEND GUIDELINES: 
 

There are three options for earning the $40.00 per month stipend.  

They are as follows. Each month, you have a choice in what option 

you want to participate in.  You could do the same option for 3 

months or could vary from option to option each month.  As long as 

you complete one of the three options each month, you will receive 

the entire stipend at the end of the quarter ($120.00 total for three 

months). 

Option One: 1 Pre-test +1Lesson+1Post-test+1Workshop 

Option Two: 2Pre-Tests+2 Post-Tests 
* Pre-Test and Post-Test must be in the same subject and lesson area. 

Option 3: 4 classes on Tuesdays, Thursdays or Fridays or 4 

workshops 
 

**Each activity is worth $10.00 with a maximum limit of $40.00 per month. 

 

MARCH 2010 

 
          VOLUME 2 

 
PAGE 5 

 

Classes Offered On-Site: 
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Fridays           1:00p.m. – 3:00p.m. 
 

Spanish Preparation 

Tracy Ennis – Foster 214 

 Tuesdays     3:00p.m. – 4:15p.m. 

Thursdays  3:00p.m. – 4:15p.m. 

 

 



  

VA Educational Benefits 
 

Any veteran who plans on attending college should consider applying for VA educational benefits.  There are many 

different kinds of education benefits, and the qualifications for each are very specific.  This brief article can only outline what 

each benefit provides and the criteria required for each, but if you have any questions or would like to know more come by the 

office or attend one of our financial aid workshops.  Even if you do not think you will qualify for benefits, the worst thing one 

can do is assume and not apply!  VA benefits can help lighten the financial load of attending college, and in some cases one can 

literally get paid to be a college student.  Here is a brief outline of several benefits.   
 

Chapter 1606 – This is for National Guard and Reserve components of the military.  It is for those who have not been 

deployed and are currently in the National Guard or Reserves.  It pays a monthly benefit directly to the veteran.  Currently 

(2010), the maximum monthly benefit is $333. 
 

Chapter 1607 – This is for National Guard or Reserve components that have been deployed or activated for a minimum of 90 

days.  The monthly amount varies based upon length of deployment. The maximum amount that a veteran can receive after 2 

years of active-duty is $1,094.40. This is a monthly payment that is given directly to the veteran. 
 

Chapter 30 – Montgomery GI Bill is for full-time military components.  The monthly amount varies, but after 3 years of 

service the maximum amount that can be received is $1,368 per month, which is paid directly to the veteran (benefits are good 

for 10 years). 
 

Chapter 31 – Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) benefits are for those veterans who have become disabled as a result of their 

military service.  While amounts vary based upon percentage of disability, VR can pay for tuition, fees, books, and a monthly 

subsistence allowance based upon number of dependents. 
 

Chapter 33 - Post 9-11 GI Bill is for veterans who have served on active-duty after September 10
th

, 2001.  While the amount 

varies based upon time of active-duty service, one can qualify by serving at least 90 aggregate days of service on active duty or 

serve at least 30 continuous days on active-duty before being honorably-discharged for a service-connected disability.  This 

benefit pays for tuition, fees, books, and offers a monthly housing allowance.  This benefit is also good for 15 years  and is 

transferrable to spouse and dependants.  
 

Chapter 35 - Spouses and dependent children can receive VA educational benefits if the qualifying veteran chooses to transfer 

his/her benefits.   
 

Guard Tuition Incentive Program (GTIP) – GTIP is a state benefit for those veterans currently in the Arkansas National 

Guard.  It is paid on a first-come first-served basis every year until funds are depleted and pays up to $2500 each spring or fall 

semester and up to $1250 for the summer.  The maximum annual benefit cannot exceed $5000 per individual.  There is a 

deadline for GTIP benefits each semester, so if you are currently in the ARNG come by the office and find out more today! 
 

Federal Tuition Assistance (FTA) – FTA is a federal benefit for those currently in the National Guard or Reserves.  It pays 

up to $250 per semester credit-hour and up to $4500 per year.  
 

If you have any further questions, would like to get started with the application process, or anything else 

please call or come by our office today! 
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Don’t let your 

money go to 

waste! 



 

 

VOLUME 2 
 
  
 

 
MARCH 2010 

  

 

VUB NEWSLETTER 

Veterans Upward Bound 

HSU Box 6406 

Arkadelphia, AR  71999 

VETERANS 

UPWARD 

BOUND 

 

OUR 

MISSION 

IS YOUR 

SUCCESS! 


